Methodology of reprocessing reusable accessories.
Accessory devices used for gastrointestinal endoscopy are often complex and because they enter sterile body cavities, or contact blood because of invasive procedures, they should be sterile before being used for a patient procedure. The complexity of such reusable accessory devices is reviewed, and the critical aspects of cleaning, sterilization, and quality assurance are discussed. The effectiveness of adequate reprocessing between patient use is critical to prevent transmission of infectious diseases from one patient to another.